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Tam Hopeful Because

By Janell Benson
Areist statement: This promp reminded me of a conversation [ had with
my father a long time ago. He told us that the world was s cruel place and
that wishful thinking would gec s nowhere. While | understand his poin,
Viving a ife where you can only see negatives doesr' get you much furcher
ither. This picce s lessofa poem and more of s monologue from my point
of view, now that I have grown and can decipher my thoughts and

emotions. This piece is mare of a lc out for me, a chance to go back and

respond with my truth. 1 hope you al enjoy]

There is asaying that we should expect the wors, yet hope for
the best

Pve never been fond of anticipating bad, waiting for a reason
0 complain, waiting to be pleasantly surprised’ when
something goes my way
Ive always preferred hoping for things to turn up when lost
and wishing on stars for my dreams to come true
Because being hopeful wasn't just my way of looking on the
“bright side”

Itwas once my way of life
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Sowhen [am asked, “Why are you hopeful?” I will respond
with the fact that the grass outside is still green and the wind
st blows
The fact that I am stillalive and the world is sill turning
The fact that I till have my education and my voice

When I am asked, “Why are you so hopeful2” My answer i

“Because the world has not ended yet."




