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Mountain Gap Middle School
“A Hopeful Talk”
Artist Statement
My thing is on the Holy Ghost. It relates to the theme because I am hopeful that we can have the spirit.
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My faith brings me hope. As we grow in faith, we grow in hope. To grow in faith, we need to
listen to the Holy Ghost in our daily lives. Without the Holy Ghost, it is more difficult to follow
Ghrist. To follow the Holy Ghost is different for everyone, but it seems to follow a similar
pattern. | follow this pattern in my fife: 1) be in the right place at the right time, 2) follow the.
commandments, 3) listen for the Holy Ghost, and 4) surround yourself with good people.

I have noticed this pattern in a story in the Book of Mormon. Nephi was going to get the brass
plates. The first time Nephi tried o get the plates, he was in the right place at the right fime.
However, he was not trusting the Holy Ghost to gide him since he was casting lots to choose
instead. Since he was not following the pattem, Laban tried to kill them.

‘The next time, Nephi was following the commandments. He used gold and riches he left
behind following Jesus Christ's commandment to leave Jerusalem to buy the plates. Nephi
probably thought that since Jesus Christ blessed his family with riches, hie could use those
blessings for another consecrated purpose. Because he trusted in the gold and riches instead
of fistening to the Holy Ghost, they did not get the plates.

‘The last time, he was letting the Holy Ghost guide him to get the plates. In 1 Nephi, 4:6 it says
“I was led by the Holy Ghost , not knowing beforehand the things which I should do.” This
time, Nephi was following the pattern, because after going as far as he could alone, he trusted
the Holy Ghost to make up for any personal shortfalls. Jesus Christ was able to help him
succeed. What s also interesting about this story, is most people end the story here.
However, the story actually continued, something | learned from a current Apostle.

Before General Conference, | only had the first three points. When we were watching General
Conference, 1 Ne 4:6 came up two times. Both times, the story ended with Nephi getting the
plates. But President Gary Stevenson of the Quorum of the 12 Apostles brought a point | was
missing in his talk “Promptings’ of the Spirit”. While Nephi succeeded in getting the plates, he
also brought someone back from Jerusalem. Zeezrom carried the plates for Nephi and then
joined with the group going to America. Therefore, to leam by the Holy Ghost, we need to
surmound ourselves with good people.

Aninteresting aspect of this story s that Nephi was only commanded to get the plates. But,
he came back with not only the plates, but the plates, Zeezrom, and an increased testimony of
the workings of the Holy Ghost. So, this story has increased testimonies of lots of people, and
taught them the lessons that Nephi leamed. Those testimonies then spread to others, making
this Story about learning from the Holy Ghost very important to the world today.

A couple of months ago, My father, who normally takes me to church, got sick unexpectedly.
Mom asked me why | was getting feady for church since dad Gouldn't take me. | told Mom |
wanted to go. She said maybe Someone else could take me home. She dropped me off at
church. | sat with some friends during sacrament meeting. A lot of people offered to help me
since | was alone. The only Holy Spirit testified to me that church is a community. | received
that testimony because | was in the right place at the right time, following the commandments
by going to church, istening for the Holy Ghost since | did not have a plan to get home, and
was surrounded by good ward members. That testimony gives me strength to follow Christ.
Following Christ is necessary to gain hope for me.




