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Title of Artwork (REQUIRED) *

Perfectly Imperfect

DETAILS Include word count for literature. Describe technology/platforms used in the creation >
process, including any generative elements.

This work was done in Microsoft word

Artist Statement (REQUIRED) In 10 to 100 words, describe your work and how it relates to the .
theme. (Please DO NOT exceed 100 words.)

| reflected on my experiences with self-mate and confidence, often finding solace in my parents’ unwavering
support. They shared their struggles, which illuminated my path and provided comfort. In my short story, |
created a character who grapples with insecurities about their appearance-mirroring my journey. This character
forms a blossoming friendship that fosters mutual encouragement, helping them embrace their individuality and
build confidence. Integrating themes of support and self-acceptance into my writing was fulfilling, allowing me
to transform my conversations with my parents into an exploration of friendship and personal growth. Through
this narrative, | aimed to convey the transformative power of connection and the importance of uplifting one
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The Misfit

Life bubbled with the simple joys of teenage
existence in the quaint town of Maplewood, but W
a constant struggle for sixteen-year-old Essence
Jones. Known for her thick glasses, crooked braceg
and face sprinkled with acne, Essence was caught i
the web of high school hierarchy. With no friends ¢ -
lean on, she often found her love for science and
endless afternoons in the school library. Her smile |
revealed her yellowed, mismatched teeth, an array of
imperfections that only highlighted her insecurities;

While Essence buried her dreams in textbooks, the f
popular crowd roamed freely. At the heart of it all wai
Amerie, the queen bee with her radiant smile, !
perfectly aligned teeth, and a circle of friends who =
followed her like devoted followers. But behind the
glittering popular girl. Amerie’s reality told a much |
different story. At home, she battled the weight of her
parents’ expectations, the pressure to maintain her
status blazing a path of loneliness in her heart.




‘Hey. you dropped this” Essence sa1d awkwardlyher o
freckled face flushed with anxiety” . 1971 19V0 Driliacw

Amerie hesitated, her friends lookin
softened her expression. ‘Thanks, she -
snatching up the device. Biit beforieAs‘hé could step awgy;;ﬁé 3
laughter of her circle echoed behind her, forcing her back into

the role she had always played. "Whatever," she called to her
friends, the edge in her voice betraying. . |

g on, but gratitude"
replied quietly, .

Essence turned away, feelingfthe sting of re]éctioﬁ.‘:'ﬁéﬂﬁiiég'
to show for her act of kindness. Little did she know. she hadia
reached her way into Amerie's heart, igniting a series of ... =

events neither girl could have thought. il te ‘;maa

| . Joitemxa




e Unlikely 1
partnership

weeks, and an unseen force
drew the two girls closer. It began with a simpjq
project assigned in their biology class. Amerieg
needing a partner, found herself reluctantly
approaching Essence. an obvious outlier in her

mind. “So, uh, you want to team up?’

Days turned into

Essence's heart raced, the weight of disbelief
crashing over her. “Me?" she said shyly.

“Yeah. I mean, unless youTe. busy?” Amerie
mumbled, biting her lip. Essence weighed her
options but caught the anxious flicker in
Amerie's eyes. They began meeting for p
work after school, and what started as a
reluctant collaboration transformed into
genuine conversations. Amerie learned about
Essence’s passion for science, and her witty
sense of humor, while Essence discovered the
vulnerabilities behind Amerie’s confident
Iexterior. J

roject



In sharing their insecurities,

they umntentlonally :
ve foreseen. Together,
plan to confront their imperfections

Ing part in an upcoming school talent show.
Essence admitted her secret passion for singing, while =
fimerie longed to share her skills in dance. EncOurageda;_}:
| by their newfound friendship. They both vowed to
- Mowcage their talents, imperfections and all. - Cabilneg

forged a bond neither could ha
they crafted a
head-on, tak




Embracing
Imperfection

As the night of the talent show arrived, nerves
fluttered in their stomachs, but an odd sense of peace
settled in. They stepped onto the stage together, hand in
hand, facing a sea of classmates. Essence’s heartc Taced,
the spotlight felt blinding, but she caught Ameries
Supportive smile in the audience. The music started as
Amerie kicked off with a choreography that radiated
energy. Essence followed, her voice soaring in a beautify
melody that resonated with the crowd.

The applause that followed was deafening. As they
stood beaming under the stage lights, Essence
recognized that despite their flaws, her braces, Amerie’s
lack of familial support. They were not defined by these

imperfections. The experience bonded them in a rugh of
shared exuberance.
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In the small town of Maplewood
iXte -old Essence Jones struggles
with her insecurities. feeling like a misfit
due to her thick glasses, crooked braces,
and acne. While the Popular girl, Amerie.

seems to have it all. she secretly battles

the loneliness that comes with her sta
One day, after an unexpected encountej
in the library where Essence helps Ame
retrieve her dropped phone, ti
paths begin to intertwine.

rie

- RIS el
1€ Two girls

Initially reluctant partners for a

?_‘;i[g »;‘J'
project, Essence and Ame

rie develoj
genuine friendship, sharing thei;

insecurities and life struggles. E

CSSE

2 0

longs for acceptance, while Amerie f
misunderstood despite |

Ner circle

friends. Encouraged by their bond, 1
decide to participate in the

show, revealing their hic

school talent

dden talents in
singing and dancing,

On stage, they embrace theijr

imperfections

applause and €Xperiencing a moment of
true connection. As

grows,

, receiving overwhelming

their friendship
both girls learn to accept
onfidence in their

transforming their lives

themselves and find ¢
unique qualities.
in the process.
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