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Temitoro Bailey
Dr. Mae Jemison High School
“Why Temi is Hopeful”
Essay
Artist Statement
The Theme is “I am Hopeful because” and in my essay, I give a particular instance as to why I remain hopeful. There are a lot of times in my life where I feel unheard and hopeless about what is to come, but when I know that my voice is being heard somewhere in the world, then I get filled with hope. Hope that will not go unheard, even when it feels that way. So I am hopeful because I get heard.
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‘Why Temi is Hopeful

Tam hopeful because T know there are people out there that can see me and hear my
voice. On March 1st, 2022, my 10 grade English teacher stopped me in the hallway. I had just
read my “When America Sees Me” poem to the school the day before for our Black History
Month program. She told me how great I was, and then proceeded to read to me a poem she.
‘wrote in response to mine. Basically, an answer to my questions that go unasked.

To be honest, it pained me to stand right there and listen to her read. It even made me
uncomfortable because I wanted to cry. Right there and then, T wanted to break down in tears,
Tears that were a long time coming. T wanted to cry because she touched me to my very soul. It
‘wasn't even about her poem. which was beautiful by the way, or about her words either. She
talked about the strugeles Black people face in America and how she would only ever be able to
sympathize, and not empathize. as a White person. That touched me, but what really did
Something to me was the reason behind her writing in the first place.

She wrote because of me. Because she heard me, my thoughts, and my feelings. All of
‘which I put into words and put my vulnerability to the side to read to the world. I started writing
“When America Sees Me™ when I was 14 and finished it at 15. As young as T was then. 25 young
s Tam now. can you imagine my voice inspiring? The words of a fed up, “messed up” Black
teenager in America inspiring people to do something? To touch the heart of one person, maybe
even more, really brings about a hit of reality of how powerful my voice is.

My words will never end racism in America because that can't be ended sadly. But my
‘words inspire. They make people respond to me. It allows the fear and heartache of a young
black girl to be heard. My words, my poems, essays, speeches, all of that; those are my voice.
‘They are a way I gt heard when I feel hopeless about ever being seen or heard. They are my
hope for a better fufure, for a better fomorrow.

So...Tam hopeful because out there somewhere, there are people just waiting to hear
what I have to say. T am hopeful because I know that even when I feel unheard, that is never the
case. Thank you, Ms. B.. for helping to keep me hopeful.




